RED ROOSTER RELEASESDEBUT ALBUM, “ PORCH SONGS’

They' ve been waiting a long tinme for this album... The loyal fans in and
around New York City, yes. But also the band. It was sonetine around the
spring of 2000 that they began sifting through recordings of their energetic
live country and blues shows for jewels. But those recordings were | ost. Take
two: the studio approach, with a D8 recorder rigged up in Jay Erickson's
bedroom But after nine nonths of work, a hard drive crash wi ped out the half-
finished album... So they started again. Porch Songs has been a long tine
com ng.

Luckily, this is a band that takes thing as they conme. In 1998, as a three-

pi ece living roomjam band, the Rooster threw together a repertoire fromold
vinyl records and di scount CDs--country, blues, folk, bluegrass--and got a
friend to |l et them open up a Monday night open mc in Chel sea. A young |oya
fan base of friends (the three had recently graduated from Princeton) took up
t he Rooster banner. Soon, they were playing Manhattan mainstays |i ke the El bow
Room Shine, Fez, and had settled into a four hour marathon Sunday slot at the
Back Fence, on Bl eecker street in Geenwich Village. The band changed here and
there. Slowy and organically. talents m xed and abilities grew, and nore and
nmore those four hours were filled with original songs.

These new songs nade it even harder to answer the comn question "what kind
of band are you guys?" It was nore conplicated than "fol k and bl ues, " but
rattling off Americana genres got awfully confusing. Maybe the best answer is
"guitar, fiddle, banjo, bass, drums, kazoo, harnony." But that still doesn't
sol ve the "where are you guys fron?" problem The answer is "Maine, South
Carolina, Long Island, Manhattan, and Indiana.” They usually just say
"Brooklyn."

And in a way, that's the truth. Brooklyn is where the al bum cane together—en
Pacific Street, in that apartment, doors and wi ndows cl osed, cigarettes
burni ng, day and night, listening, recording, talking about it, doing it
again. This al bumwas nmade at hone. And if they lived somewhere quieter, it
probably woul d have been on nmade the porch

Thi nk of Porch Songs as Red Rooster's sl ow cooked casserole, brought to the
pot | uck dinner of Americana mnusic.

for nore informati on, see wwv. r edr oos. com



BIOGRAPHIES

Mles Crawford didn't know drunms weren't allowed in hootenannies. In an
attenpt to get attention, MIles started banging the sticks at the age of
four, and has found hinself over the years in ska bands and L. A poetry
sl ams. For real noney, Mles performs in the New York City production of
STOWP

Matt Dellinger likes to sing songs. He kazooed the Star Spangl ed Banner for
his fifth grade talent show in Indianapolis, Indiana, and all of the children
| aughed. Dellinger is a graduate of the New York City citizen pruner acadeny.
He also likes to wite and take photographs

Jay Erickson grew up in Manhattan (where | ax enforcenment allowed himto
frequent blues bars fromthe age of 14) and noved "of f-island" to Brooklyn
after graduating fromcollege. He plans on noving to the country soneday
(where residents are pernmitted to keep roosters).

Jam e Forrest is a nusician, conposer, and audi o engi neer. He has been

pl ayi ng bass since age 12, and nandolin since he was 16. He has perforned
in many groups in a w de variety of styles including hip-hop, folk, r&b, and
jazz.

Jonat han Howe has recently noved to Canmbridge, MA, where he lives with his
girlfriend, dog, and cat. He works for Earthwatch Institute, a nonprofit
dedicated to scientific research. He's a curious nixture of |over AND
fighter.

Brian Keane grew up in Seneca, SC. After high school he noved North, where
he di scovered his love for country nmusic and the Southern way of life. He
enjoys playing with the other Roosters possibly even nore than they enjoy
pl aying with thensel ves.

Edward Ant hony Shergalis grew up in the wilds of Darien, CT and played in the
Shergalis fam|ly's Ishkabibel --a trio that specialized in Lithuanian string

music. At the age of 18 he | ayed down his bow until he joined Red Rooster 6

years later. Dreans include sonmeday playing electric violin through a

di stortion pedal with a heavy netal band. Gis his favorite string to

pi zzicato- there is nothing really like a Gstring played pizzicato.

Nat Zilkha, a lifelong fan of country blues and fol k nmusic, has been playing

the guitar since he was 8 years old. He has played in several bands, and
attended the Berkl ee School of Misic in Boston

for nore informati on, see wwv. r edr oos. com



